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Your voice can make a difference!
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It gives me great pleasure to know that so many of our victims
contacted Dick Brewbaker and the other senators regarding the
moratorium on the death penalty bill. Because of you taking the time
and calling, the bill died. As one Senator stated, “I wished I had never
heard of this bill or signed on to help with it. I have been overwhelmed
with phone calls from victims!” You should feel proud of yourself for
getting involved and standing up for justice and asserting your rights as
an Alabama citizen. It is imperative that as, victims and advocates, we
always keep informed of the bills in the legislature and what is
important to victims and the families. If we sit idly by and expect others
to keep up with the victims’ rights in Alabama, then we could lose the
precious rights we have. So thank you to all of you who called and who
want to make a difference……. You did.

Lt. Will Glover
Sheriff Wally Olson
DA Ben Reeves
Sheriff Donald Valenza

MAY 2016

I would like to take a moment and welcome our new board members…
Sgt. Jason Adkins of the Dothan Police Department, DA Tom Anderson
of the 12th Judicial Circuit, and Sheriff Donald Valenza the Houston
County Sheriff. Angel House is so excited to have these three great men
with so much experience to help our agency continue to grow.
They are such great assets!
Shelly Linderman-- Director
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Counselor’s Corner
The Art of Grieving

Your loved one died. You didn’t. As long as you live- you will miss them. They are a part of your life- just as
much now as they were when they were breathing. If other people don’t understand that, then good for them. I
sincerely hope they get to live in a world where they never truly understand what this kind of hurt feels like.
I cannot say I have first-hand knowledge of grieving a murdered loved one. I don’t know that hurt the same
way you do. I do know what it means to put my arms around a mother and feel like for just a moment those arms
and prayer are the only things holding her together when her world has fallen apart. I know what it means to tell
someone the last time they told their loved one goodbye, was the last time they ever will.
I know what it means for a father to wonder if he did everything he could do for his daughter….and then
wonder if he is making the same choices she would’ve made as he raises her daughters for her. I know what it
means to sit in a home with a family when the person they are missing once ate, slept, walked, talked, loved, and
lived right there-and no matter how much they are missed, I will never get the chance to meet this person.
This knowledge is the very core foundation of Angel House. Through the families we work with, your loved
ones live on and will not be forgotten. We get a chance to know them in the memories that are shared during
group each month. We are reminded of the joy their lives shared with us as the dedicated trees grow and the roses
bloom in the serenity garden. We honor them through Remembrance Day each September.
Here, because of you, they are remembered not just in their death, but cherished for the life that came
before it. Often I have encouraged our families to practice intentional grieving. As part of the grief process, it’s
important to find comfort where you can. If it helps, then you should go to the grave side and talk. Listen to those
voicemails and comfort yourself with the sound of a loved one’s voice. Look through those pictures. Every now and
then, go through and change out the ones you have hanging up on your walls and put up some other happy
memories.
Know that Angel House is here for you. Come by when you’re in the area and walk through memory hall.
See the remembrance quilt. Or just enjoy sitting in the serenity garden in the pergola or one of the swings and
enjoy the peace and quiet. Give us a call and we’ll put some coffee on.
Virginia Askew, M.S
Group in Action
Sharing your stories with each other has an amazing positive impact. Our meeting, while there were a few emotional
moments, was powerfully encouraging and has already started a positive ripple effect.
*NEWS: Billy and Cori Chandler have agreed to be the coordinators for the “Hugs from Above” fundraisers. The funds
raised will go to a designated account specifically to support families in need of financial assistance for funeral expenses.
They’ve shared their own personal story of how finances prevented them from having a final goodbye before their son
Joey’s funeral. What could have been a heartbreaking event has inspired them to help keep other families from facing
the same struggle. The Chandlers and Angel House would appreciate your suggestions for fund raisers. You can contact
them through the Wiregrass Angel House closed group or one of us on Facebook, or by contacting our office.
With big THANKS to Kathy Kawolsky, our squares are ready for our next remembrance quilt. For anyone who was
unable to have a square completed last year and for our new families, please come by the office to pick one up or let us
know you would like to have one made and we can mail it out to you.
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*NEXT GROUP: We will meet again on Thursday May 19th from 5:30 to 7:30pm. We would like our family members of
homicide victims to come be a part of this night each month. In addition to our group discussion this time, we will also
be working on a give- back project to show appreciation to several of our local law enforcement offices.
We are so excited to see and share the progress this group has made as it has grown. We look forward to seeing you all
here, making memories, and building new relationships.

Donations
House before my interview. I am learning more and
more each new day thanks to Virginia Askew who is
helping me learn the paperwork and procedures, Shelly
Linderman explaining our purpose and goals as an Angel
House employee, and Barbara Ward for always keeping
in contact with me to ensure all well and making sure I
am safe when I go out on calls. It makes the job so much
easier when you know the people you work with and
work for care. I can say that I love my job. I feel like it is
what I am purposed to do and that makes it that much
easier to be on time and ready to serve the people in
need of our services. To be able to do something that
comes second nature to me as a career is pretty
awesome and a blessing. My biggest challenges so far
have been all normal challenges of adjusting into a new
position but nothing I will allow to stop my process of
growth with Angel House.( Learning the policies and
procedures, understanding and being able to explain to
clients their rights after being victimized, and not having
enough coffee some days!) It’s been a month already
and I look forward to more. As I grow into my position
with Angel House I look forward to being more fluent
with the procedural processes of the job and learn and
educate myself as much as possible along the way to
become even more efficient and effective at what I do
and being able to work even more cohesively with our
Angel House Family. I am Krystee Stacey, and I choose
to introduce myself last because I realize it is not about
me but about the people I am here to serve. I am the
newest Victims’ Assistant with Wiregrass Angel House. I
look forward to serving our communities!

Virginia Askew, Krysteee Stacey, Ms. Millie Armstrong (SACF), Shelly Linderman

Special Thank you to Southeast Alabama
Community Foundation for our Grant
Award!!
Henry County Pre-Trial
Houston County Pre-Trial
IBM Employees
Truist
UPS Employees
Wiregrass United Way
United Way of Fairfield Connecticut
Stephanie Walden

Another Perspective
When I initially applied for this position I was not fully
aware of what I was signing up for but I knew it felt
right. I researched what I could about Wiregrass Angel
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A SURVIVOR’S STORY
By Wendy Northington

Before the murder of my mother, Grace Ann Bridges, my boyfriend and I were so happy and fun-loving. About
once a month we were hanging out at the river, going camping, or boating. We loved people and we were
social butterflies. But on March 17, 2010 all that changed. It was a day like any other day. I had called my
mom to talk to her about work stuff and told her I would be in later. I reminded her it was St. Patrick’s Day
and not to forget to wear green. That was my last two-way conversation with my mom. Around 4:30 in the
afternoon, I was awakened from a cat nap, by my boyfriend, Jeff and my neighbor. Jeff was visibly shaking. He
couldn’t speak. He could only get out “mother and dead.”
I immediately started consoling him. Telling him how sorry I was that his mother was dead. He said, “No
Wendy- not my mother. It’s yours!” At that moment I couldn’t process the words. I couldn’t comprehend the
gravity of what just happened. I heard it with my ears. I understood what he was saying, but I couldn’t wrap
my mind around it.
As we arrived at the furniture store, where my mom was killed, I saw my youngest sister, her children, one of
my children, and other friends. I immediately went into “Mommy” mode. I have always been the one who
wanted to control every situation. I told each of the family members, “It’s going to be all right. We are going
to be fine. This is all going to work out. We will get through this.” Needless to say, EVERYTHING was out of
control and I was spinning and didn’t know it.
After all the police tape was down and the crime scene was cleared away, my mother’s husband, Don, and I
would continue to work at the store, just expecting her to drive up. And she never did! After about a month
we couldn’t stand it any longer and closed the store.
Three months after her murder, I began to have the worst chest pains and I was taken to the hospital. They
diagnosed me with heart problems due to extreme stress and smoking. Jeff took control of things. He became
extremely protective. He screened my calls and wouldn’t let anyone talk to me that would add more stress to
my heart. I locked myself away from everyone. For about a year I stayed in my house. I wouldn’t work. I
wouldn’t call friends or family. I wouldn’t leave my house for anything. There were only a few times I left,
either to go to the police department to speak to Will Glover about the case or to the local grocery store.
When I did venture to the store, I would go up to complete strangers and say, “Did you know my mother was
shot and killed at her furniture store?” Why did I do that? I did it so I could say it out loud to make it real to
me. That this horrible thing did really happen!
After about a year and a half, Jeff suggested I find a part-time job to fill my time. I didn’t dare wander far from
my house. So I found a job at a local convenient store. After about a year I ventured out to work at a small
country store called, Brunson’s. I have changed so much since that fateful day in March. Every day I try to do
a little more. At present, I am working on trying to muster the strength to go back to school to take the one
remaining class I need to get my degree. You see when your Mother is murdered; your whole world is shaken.
Everything you knew to be true, or thought was true, has changed! You trust no one or nothing because your
whole world has been turned upside down.
What drives me now is to find the person responsible for murdering my precious mother. Neither my family
nor I can begin to heal until whoever is responsible is held accountable for taking our Mother away. I don’t
just think about her March 17th. I think about her when I get up, when I lay down, and many times through
the day. I know life will continue on. I know I will continue my path on my “new normal”, as I have been told.
But now I just seek justice for her.
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GOLF TOURNAMENT
at
Wiregrass Angel House held its 7th annual golf tournament on Thursday, April 7th the Highland Oaks
Golf Course in Dothan, Alabama. This is Angel House’s major fundraiser for the year. The attendance for
the tournament was great. There were over 100 players that came to play! We were able to raise over
$49,000.00 to help victims’ families that have been affected by violence in the Wiregrass area. A great
big thank you to Dale and Geneva County DA, David Oil, and HEDA for being our gold sponsors! Our first
place winners were as followed: Nuw Graphics-1st place (gross), Jim Whaley Tires (Joey Burgoon’s players)2nd place (gross), Dale/Geneva County DA’s office A-Team- 3rd place (gross), Houston County Sheriff’s
Office-1st place (net), Pilcher’s Ambulance 2nd place (net), and Martin’s Environmental-3rd place (net).
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Thank you to our Corporate Sponsors!
Davis Oil, Dale and Geneva County DA’s Office, H.E.D.A., Buffalo Rock, and WTVY-TV
for being our Gold Sponsors!
Thank you to our hole sponsors!
AAA Cooper
Alec Davis
Buffalo Rock
DA Ben Reeves
Dale Co. Sheriff's Office
DA Tom Anderson
Fraternal Order of Police
Jim Whaley Tires
Martin Environmental
Nuw Graphics
Senator Harri Anne Smith
Slingluff Insurance
Sunset Memorial Park
Pilcher’s Ambulance
SB&T Bank
Southern Photography
Tri-State Parking Lot
20th Century
VOCAL

Putting Contest Winner
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Academy Sports
Adams Beverage
Andrew's Bridal Shoppe
Applebee’s
Arts & Frames
Auto Zone
Bama Fever
Basketcase
Blue Plate
Bella’s
Cactus Flower
Cheddar's
The Cellar
Cheeseburger Cheeseburger

Thank you to all our door prize
supporters!
Chicken Salad Chick
Chilis 863
Cracker Barrel
Crown Trophy
Firestone
For Pet's Sake
Frock Therapy
Golf +
Gold Fingers
Hunt’s Seafood
Hot's Deli
Longhorn
Michael's

O'Charley’s
O-Reilly Auto
Old Mill
Olive Garden
Outback
Red Elephant
Red Lobster
Rolen’s Bakery
Ruby Tuesday
Subs n More
Second and Charles
Smokey Joe’s
Texas Roadhouse
Zack’s Family Rest

TGI Fridays

A Special thank you for Annual Day of Giving
Annual day of giving back was held April 23rd.
A special thank you to Ashley Thomas for organizing and overseeing the event. Angel House is so blessed
to have so many wonderful volunteers and working board members! Without your giving of your time and
talents, our agency would not exist.

Barbour and Bullock County News
Brandon Kennedy accused of murdering Grady Knight in 2012, is set for trial June 7th.

Coffee and Pike County News
The murder trial of Jasen Caradine, who is accused of murdering Patrick Henry Baker in 2014, begins
May 9th. Caradine hit Mr. Baker multiple times with a baseball bat when he was attempting to rob
him.
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We would like to send our prayers out to the family of Leonel Vasquez Garcia who was shot and
killed by his brother –in- law March 11th.

Also be in prayer for the family of Thurston Yavari Allen, who was murdered in Enterprise
on April 12th.

Dale and Geneva County News
July 11th the trial of Starlea Knight begins in Geneva County. She has been charged with killing her 4
year old daughter, Zyrioh Tucker.
A plea deal was reached in one of the defendants who murdered Debbie Ayres. Chris Finley was
given a 20 year sentence 3 year split/ 17 years on probation, from (Ret.) Circuit Judge P.B.
McLauchlin.
Joshua Haire was sentenced to 16 years for pleading guilty to Manslaughter. 16 years split to serve 3
years/13 years on probation, from Judge Kimberly Clark.
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Houston and Henry County News
It’s been almost a year since Tareka Stoddart was convicted by a Houston County jury of
manslaughter for the fatal stabbing death of her boyfriend in 2013. Jurors deliberated for about two
and a half hours before deciding to convict her of the lesser included charge. She had been on trial
for murdering Chad Thomas Clayton. The judge sentenced her to 16 years but let her out on an
appeals bond. She was on the run for several months until a friend of the victim’s family saw her
and called the victim’s brother. He did the wise thing and called the Houston County Sheriff’s Office
and they put her behind bars where she belongs and hopefully will stay for the next 14 years.
March 3rd started out like any other morning for most of us. But on that day the world changed for
two young ladies. Their mother, Tanisha Norton, was murdered. Just imagine, you are getting ready
to go tell your mother you are leaving for school and you walk in to find her murdered. That’s what
happened to one young lady and she and her sister’s world was shattered. Because of one man’s act
of anger and destruction, a mother, father, sisters, brother, and two daughter’s lives will NEVER be
the same again. Please be in prayer for this sweet family.

We would also like to remember the family of Shira Wayne McKinnie who was murdered March 5th.
Wayne left behind a loving family who have been devastated by his senseless death. Please keep
this sweet family in your prayers.
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Governor Robert Bentley
State Capitol
Montgomery, AL 35130
Taylor Vice, Director
Constituent Services
(334).242.7100
1.800.591.4217

Department of Corrections
P.O. Box 301501
301 South Ripley St.
Montgomery, AL 36310
(334).353.3871
www.doc.state.al.us
State inmate parole info.
1.888.726.9799, Option 4

Victim Contacts

Alabama Crime Victims Compensation
Commission
Dr. Cassie Jones, Director
P.O. Box 231267
Montgomery, AL 36123
1.800.541.9388
www.acvcc.state.al.us
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Attorney General’s Office
of Victim Assistance
501 Washington Avenue
Montgomery, AL 36130
(334).242.7300
1.800.626.7676
www.ago.state.al.us

State of Alabama Board
of Pardons and Paroles
P.O. Box 302405
Montgomery, AL 36130
VSO Debra Bonds
(334).242.8050
Fax (334).353.7701
www.paroles.state.al.us

